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PREFACETO THE JUBILEE PUBLICATION
OF MA-HAL

»~Those who do not know the life and work of fishermen may imagine fishing and net dragging as a mer-
ry, singing autumn celebration, something like a harvest festival, where there is work, of course, but then
pretty girls await the handsome young fishermen with wihe and hot fish soup. Well, it is far from that! (...)
But someone who belongs to this beautiful autumn trade will never want anything else, and, having had

to leave it, will always long back to the waters as a wild goose in captivity.” (Istvan Fekete: Fishing, 1955.)

In agreement with the words of Istvan Fekete, the profession of Hungarian fish farmers and fishermen
is regarded as one of the hardest jobs in agriculture. Just think about a cold, rainy October or November
day when others do not even want to leave the warm room. Even on such days, fishermen still pull the
net standing waist-high in the ice-cold water of the harvesting sump in the drained pond in order to sup-
ply fish for the Christmas table. And it is no different on a hot summer day, either: fish rearing does not
only consist of spring harvesting and fishermen are always beside the waters.

The successful long-term survival of a profession is impossible without a strong and highly profession-
al advocacy organization, wherein Hungarian fisheries organizations has always taken the lead. The
Hungarian Aquaculture and Fisheries Inter-branch Organization (MA-HAL) is a worthy successor of the
previous organizations (HTSZ, HOSZ, HTT, HALTERMOSZ, MASZ and MAHAL), which efficiently and
successfully represents the sectoral interests, continuing the legacy of its predecessors and modernizing
it to the necessary extent in order to adapt it to modern challenges. MA-HAL has a very broad range of
activities going well beyond the scope if an inter-branch organization, as it is represented in all fields of
the sector from fisheries and aquaculture training through fish marketing and promotion of fish con-

sumption to sustainable and innovative fish production.
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